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Find out what’s on 
the box over the 
festive season 


SEE PULL-OUT 


Win Saints tickets 
for New Year’s Day, 
Harlequins match 
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Diamonds fans mourn keeper 


TRIBUTES have been flowing in 
following the death of 24-year-old 
Rushden & Diamonds goalkeeper, 

Dale Roberts. 

His death will have shocked 
supporters as fans’ favourite Roberts 
was a rock between the posts in 
helping Diamonds reach the 
Conference play-offs last season. 

Dale, whose body was found at his 
home on Tuesday, signed for the club 
in January 2009 following his transfer 
from Nottingham Forest. 

Following the sad news, Nene Park 


opened yesterday for fans to lay 
flowers at the De Banke Terrace 
and goalmouth area and to pay their 
respects to Dale. 

The Eastwood FA Trophy fixture, 
which was due to be played on 
Tuesday night, was called off. 

And yesterday’s FA Youth Cup 
fixture away at Hull City has been 
postponed and will also be 
rearranged. 

Dale, who won the Rushden & 
Diamonds Travel Club Player of the 
■ Continued on page 3 


Council looks 
at cuts in bid 
to save £68m 


BY LAWRENCE JOHN 

lawrence.johnpHPnorthants.co.uk 


JOB losses, street lights being switched off, cutting 
school crossing patrols, reviewing the cash paid 
for subsidising bus services and closing libraries, 
are just some of the areas facing the chop by 
Northamptonshire County Council. 

On Tuesday, the council announced its pre-budget 
strategy and there are cuts across the board as it 
looks to save £68 million during 2011-12. 

It anticipates 600 jobs will be lost, saving £10m, the 
closure of eight libraries across the county would 
save £790,000, turning off some street lighting in 
non-urban areas will save £lm, stopping paying for 
school crossing patrols will save £201,000 and ending 
some subsidised bus routes will save £2m. 

Leader of the council, Cllr Jim Harker, described the 
changes to the budget as ‘challenging’. 

The Government has reduced its grant to the coun¬ 
cil by £23m - dropping the money it gives it from 
£191m in 2010-11 to £168m in 20011-12. 

Cllr Harker said: “Quite simply this budget setting 
process has been the biggest ever financial challenge 
faced by the council and frankly by this county. 

“More and more people are in need of our services 


while our income from Government is being dramat¬ 
ically reduced meaning we need to find savings of 
£136m in the next few years.” 

The council is now set to embark on a nine week 
consultation process before the final budget is 
presented to the full council on February 24. 

Cabinet member for finance, Cllr Bill Parker, said: 
“We are aiming to take £68m out of next year’s 
budget which is £1.4m worse than we first thought 
which is more serious than we anticipated. 

“This is going to be extremely tough. 

“The proposals we have put forward are certainly 
the toughest and most painful I have ever worked on. 

“They are of course a direct result of the huge 
reduction in Government funding we face as a result 
of the Comprehensive Spending Review 

“We are not making these proposals lightly 

“But tough decisions need to be made and I am 
confident the proposals hit the right balance in help¬ 
ing us ease the burden of national debt, protect tax 
payers and the most vulnerable and invest in those 
areas people have said are most important to them.” 

What is your reaction to the pre-budget strategy. 
Email letters@hpnorthants.co.uk or write to the 
address on page 4. 

■ Where the axe may fall - See page 2 


Read your news and sport 24 hours a day, seven days a week at www.northantshp.co.uk 



SALE now on! 
Guaranteed delivery 
within 7 days on 
everything! 

All stock up to 75% 
less than the RRP! 


The 

safe 

KING 


Over 200 sofas/suites on display! | 
Leather and fabric all to clear! 

X 


ie Leather complete 2 piece suites from £299, yes a pair! Sexy Chaise Sofas from £75 

Corner Suites from £299, Sofa Beds from £99, Tub Sofas £65 and Tub Chairs £35 
Plus Mattress's, Beds, Armchairs and Sofas.. Everything to clear! 


Where the prices are SOFA KING low you may just wet your pants! 


WWW.theSOfaking.CO.uk Open 7 days a week! Monday to Saturday - 9am to 5pm Sundays and B/Hols - 11am to3pm 
St Leonards Road, Northampton, Just past KFC and B&Q, Huge yellow building next to Cafe with the car on the roof! 








































